
Empowered Sounds 
Education in Motion 

POINTS OF INTEREST 
 

 CEO’s Corner 

 Fall Celebration Dinner 

 Blanton Simmons & Owl Pals 

 Students Leading Students 
 

VOLUME 3 ISSUE 4 

FALL 2009 

CEO CORNER 
It is with a heart of gratitude that I wish you a joyous holiday season. 
The financial blessings of our many donors are appreciated beyond 
measure. The fulfillment of serving our students is satisfying.     
Personal growth and academic accomplishments keeps our team 
motivated.  
The Fall Celebration dinner was highlight by the leadership of      
students we’ve served throughout the years. It was a every emotional 
evening as I observed students soaring. Sarah & Daisy are great  

examples of the progress of Eagle Empowerment.  
Ashley and Azadeh have assumed a leadership role in our Advocacy program.      
Students leading students prepares children to become leaders of multitudes. 

FALL CELEBRATION DINNER 
    
Our Fall Celebration Dinner was held on September 19, 2009 at the Doubletree Hotel in Carson, California. Our guests arrived to the beautiful 
sounds of the piano played by parent, Keith Nevels. The evening was a huge success! The tables were decorated by donor Mozell Veil. She created 
beautiful centerpieces which incorporated an eagle and a balloon of the world. A display table with the theme, "It's Time to See the World... Start 
@ Home", spotighted Youth Tour 2010. It showed the positive reinforcements of Eagle Empowerment:  education, exposure, experience,         
enrichment and excellence. Two future Youth Tour 2010 participants, Malcolm Perry and Ashley Cornelius, took the stage to speak on the words 
“eagle” and “empowerment”. Both showed they knew the necessary steps to do a thorough research on their topic. Their preparation and          
presentation were masterful. The entertainment for the evening was supplied by the mime duo of Christian Meeks and Taylor Nevels. Their      
performance was spellbinding and the audience affirmed with cheers!  Music throughout the dinner was provided by the group, Jazz Monks; which 
a former participant and current Youth Tour 2010 chaperone, Akinfemi Akinwale is a member. Denzil Houston assembled a slide show of previous 
Youth Tours. Parent, Robin Cash gave a slide presentation of the bus route of next year’s tour. The “empowered sounds” heard during this night of 
celebration will keep students moving forward with great enthusiasm! 

 
The evening was filled with stories, speeches of successes, talks of new friendships, old friendships,  
selflessness, growth, and encouragement.  Many came to appreciate the participants and donors. Eagle 
Empowerment’s programs were celebrated. Student Advocacy and Youth Tour 2010 were the        
highlights. The event was exceptionally facilitated by Eagle Empowerment’s own Daisy Oliver, former 
participant and new board member.  The keynote address was given by Sarah Akinwale; also a former 
participant and newly elected board member. Sarah delivered an inspirational speech that  epitomized 
the  results that Eagle Empowerment strives to achieve in all participants:  hope, success, and  boldness.  
Here is an excerpt from Sarah’s remarkable and inspirational speech entitled, “Something from     
Nothing”. 
 

I Am Something From Nothing 
 

I used to have a comfort zone where I knew I wouldn't fail. 
The same four walls and busywork were really more like jail. 

I longed so much to do the things I'd never done before, but I remained with my head cast down 
Discouraged by the odds set against me from birth I stayed inside my comfort zone and paced the same old floor. 

 
I Am Something From Nothing 

 
Born an empty vessel at first, filled with childhood hurts, disappointments and pains 

Grateful that I’m now able to love, laugh and bring through this gift    
A vision and mission working against the daunting realities of the inner city and global ghettos 

Petri dishes created to culture tears, hate, death and poverty.  
 

I Am Something From Nothing 
 

As an agent of change I carry on the tradition of spreading seeds of hope, vision, and purpose  
Working in and looking at my community infinitely damned and deemed hopeless 

With new eyes, I see a culture for potential & possibility I stand as one of many individuals 
Working against the forces that serve to maintain the nothing and reduce the something's!  

 

Keynote Speaker 
Sarah Akinwale    

  Facilitator  
Daisy Oliver  



 
Spotlight: Blanton Simmons and Owl Pals  

 
Mr. Blanton Simmons, President and owner of Owl Pals made a generous donation of  Owl Pals story books, DVDs and stuffed owl 
characters to assist in the fundraising efforts for Eagle Empowerment’s Youth Tour 2010. Owl Pals is a pilot program that teaches 
pre-school and elementary school aged youth about positive behavior. It's one of the first programs of its kind, developed by a team 
of early learning experts to help children better navigate their world. The Owl Pals program begins by giving children their stuffed 
owl, as well as a book about the owls. Both are specially designed to capture children’s attention. Each owl represents different 
qualities of quality character. Teachers are given a matching curriculum that enhances teaching. 
 
Deborah Kaplan, educational program manager for the Institute of Advanced Psychology in Portland, Oregon says, “the Owl Pals 
program empowers children by giving them the tools to go into the world and make a difference. Which makes this donation from 
Owl Pals ideal in helping to raise funds for Youth Tour 2010. 
 
Mr. Simmons, a graduate and former basketball star of Marquette University, started the pilot program in order to give young people 
the tools to be compassionate and caring human-beings in a fun yet educational way.  When Mr. Simmons (a believer and supporter 
of empowering youth) heard about Eagle Empowerment’s charter and Youth Tour 2010, he wanted to contribute to the cause.  Eagle 
Empowerment is grateful to Mr. Simmons’ organization and the donation of the Owl Pals, books and DVDs. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENT   
The goal of Eagle Empowerment is to provide  
inspiration for the community of South Los Angeles and 
the world through the lives of children and adults.  
Additionally to raise awareness and levels of personal 
expectations,  vision and to support  students in  
discovering their potential. We empower children by 
using various educational tools such as travel, advocacy, 
personal growth seminars, and tutorial instruction. 

YOUTH TOUR  2010 REGISTRATIONYOUTH TOUR  2010 REGISTRATIONYOUTH TOUR  2010 REGISTRATION 
It is not too late to register students to participate in 
Youth Tour 2010. Students must be 9 years old and not 
older than 17 year old to participate in the tour. The  
Student’s academics, work habits and conduct must be 
performed with excellence. Students must be willing to 
spend the entire summer learning. Application forms can 
be secured by contacting our office at 323.587.1976. 

Students Leading Students 

Azadeh Myers and Ashley Cornelius are examples of 
students giving back to their community. Both made the 
decision to become an advocate in our Student         
Advocacy program. Ashley is a senior at Long Beach 
Jordon High School and Azadeh is a junior at Heritage 
College-Ready Academy High School in Los Angeles. 
Volunteerism supplies credit towards the community 
service requirement of their high school. A listening ear 
is an asset for the elementary age girls they mentor.  
Tutoring each Wednesday evening prepares these     
students to return to school Thursdays with completed 
homework. Additionally, Azadeh and Ashley are thrilled 
to serve as mentors during the 42 day 2010 Youth Tour. 
As we travel our great country, Azadeh will be         
responsible to assist in the technology of informing the 
world of our daily  activities. Ashely’s responsibilities 
will include the weekly laundry detail. Both advocates 
are college bound. Ashley plans to major in law and 
Azadeh’s goal is to become a sports commentator.   

Azadeh Ashley 

Azadeh & Havanna Ashley & Makayla 


