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The excursion to the America I Am exhibit was amazing. Students 
gained enormous knowledge of the African American experience in 
the United States. Our April motivational meeting found students 
beaming from ear to ear. They were given instructions for packing. It 
was the beginning of “judgment day”. Current report cards were 
evaluated! A few students were worried. The great news is, students 
have a few weeks to improve. Students turned in an essay, stating  
why they want to participate in Youth Tour 2010. Parents are       
gathering items to pack, to ensure their child have necessary clothing 
and personal items for a successful tour.  

 
AMERICA I AM EXHIBIT 

LINKING THE PAST WITH THE PRESENT 
 

The exhibit celebrated 500 years of African American contributions to the United States.  It showcased artifacts, 
documents, multimedia, photos and music. The displays were organized into twelve thought-provoking galleries.  
The exhibit inspired its visitors to celebrate and understand the cultural, economic, spiritual and educational       
impressions Africans and African Americans have left on our nation. Here are reflections from those who          
participated in this learning-enriched experience. 
 
Director Kevin Davis 
“I liked the beginning of the exhibit. It posed a question to its visitors: ‘Would America be what it is today without 
the contributions of African Americans?’ After walking through this exhibit I saw that African Americans played 
an integral part in the history of our country, but their contributions often got distorted or left out of American     
history. Much of this distortion is taught in schools. I also liked how the exhibit was ordered from past to present. 
Most exhibits focused on one period in African American history.  I learned some interesting things. For instance, I 
knew that African Americans were front line in the wars but I never knew or heard that they wore second-hand 
[hand-me-down] uniforms. This exhibit covered many things and included authentic artifacts related to specific 
periods in history. This was so amazing to me.” 
 
Aerica Myers 
“One reason I think people should go to the America I Am exhibit is to see what the African American experience 
was like years ago. This was an opportunity to step into the shoes of our predecessors, and see how it felt to live in 
times past. I desire young people to gain knowledge on how our ancestors grew up. I want teenagers to notice the 
way our forefathers were treated and how long they had to work from sun-up to sun-down. I also want all of us to 
see how they were killed. The American I Am exhibit gave every  person the opportunity to learn about African 
American ethnicity, culture and history and how it’s connected to American History.” 
 
Floyd Zelaya 
 
“I had fun during my America I Am tour. The one interesting fact I learned was that Europeans traded guns for  
African Slaves during the slave trade. Mostly, I enjoyed learning about things I didn’t know about Black history, 
especially about how they were treated during the slave trade.”   
 



A LOOK AT THE YOUTH TOUR 2010 HORIZON 
 

Board member, Sarah Akinwale, interviewed Youth Tour participants to find out what they are looking forward to Learn, See and Experience   
during their 42 day trek across our great country. Here is a glimpse of a few expressions: 
 
Clarence Braithwaite 
“I believe that Youth Tour 2010 is a continuation for me to reach my goal of traveling the world, seeing different places, cultures and traditions.” 
 
Monae Bradley 
“I desire to participate in Youth Tour 2010 because I will be doing something most kids will never have a chance to do.” 
 
Ashley Cornelious 
“Participating in Youth Tour 2010 is a desire and privilege. This is a once in a lifetime opportunity.” 
 
Garin Gray 
“I want to go to White Tail Ranch, get on a horse and learn how to ride!” 
 
Aerica Myers 
“I am looking forward to seeing new sites, gaining information, and staying in hotels during Youth Tour 2010.” 
 
Taylor Nevels 
“I desire to participate in Youth Tour 2010 because I’ll be able to become a well-rounded student.” 
 
Xenia Zelaya 
“I am looking forwarded to visiting the White House and riding on a bus with a restroom.” 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
PARENT’S REJOICING 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parents gathered during a recent motivational session, eagerly waiting instruction on, “How to Prepare Your Child for Travel”. Parents of Youth 
Tour 2010 participants are scurrying, buying luggage and deciding what to pack for their child. “Forty-two days is a long time to limit my child to 
one large piece of baggage”, one parent stated. Each child is requested to bring one large “rolling” piece of luggage, one “back-pack” and a  “fanny 
pack”. This will allow students to manage and maneuver their own baggage. One of the unique and significant opportunities students will have  
during the tour is Educational Enlightenment. This includes planning daily attire, from limited clothing allowed for the tour. Laundry days are     
scheduled and students will learn how to care for their clothing. Parent received several forms to sign, releasing their authority to Pastor Carol and 
chaperones. One document caused students to cringe, Authorization for Disciplinary Action. Parents did not hesitate to sign. 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENT   
 
The goal of Eagle Empowerment is to provide     
enlightenment for the community of South Los Angeles. 
We empower children and adults to think globally by 
using various educational tools such as travel, advocacy, 
personal growth seminars and tutorial instruction.    
Additionally, we prod individuals to dream. We support 
students in discovering their potential.  

2010 FALL CELEBRATION DINNER2010 FALL CELEBRATION DINNER2010 FALL CELEBRATION DINNER 
 
Mark you calendar today. The 2010 Fall Celebration Dinner is 
slated for Saturday, September 18th @ 4:00pm at the    
Doubletree Hotel in Carson, CA. Call the office at 
323.587.1976 to reserve your ticket. The contribution is $60.00 
per person. The highlight of the evening will be celebrating the 
academic achievement of the students and an exciting report of 
the events and accomplishment of Youth Tour 2010. 
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