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Eagles are soaring! Jalen Gray and Azadeh Myers are beaming 
as they complete their final weeks of high school. They have 
momentum and are dreaming big. Summer 2011 will begin 
with an awe-inspiring journey to the Naval Surface Warfare 
Center to meet Captain William Debow. A highlight is that 
students will board a naval ship. Youth Tour 2012.             
International Trip to Belize is gaining steam. Students are 
thrilled with the opportunity to travel from the United States 
to another country.  Digital media is exploding, let’s beware! 

 

EAGLE GRADUATES 
 
Jalen Gray and Azadeh Myers are majestic eagles. Both are students of Eagle       
Empowerment and have been for several years. Jalen and Azadeh traveled on two 
cross country tours. In 2005 they journeyed as a participant and in 2010 both served 
as a mentor. 
 
Azadeh was accepted and will attend Humboldt State University. The HSU campus 
environment of green trees was a major influence on this selection. Azadeh is making 
plans to study communications. She has her sights on becoming a sports                

commentator. This young lady looks forward to being away from home  and becoming independent. 
 
Jalen believes that college holds his future in its hands. He will focus on Music Theory and Sociology. Attending college 
is an opportunity that Jalen cherishes. He will be the first in his family to attend a university. Jalen knows that           
furthering his education will bring new experiences and development to his character. He will attend the University of 
California at Riverside. Reaching beyond the stars is the goal of Jalen. He believes he will soar into his dreams. We are 
proud of our graduates. We know that these superstars will exceed their expectations in life. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

SUMMER ACTIVITIES 
 
This summer Eagle Empowerment students will travel to Port Hueneme and tour the Naval  
Surface Warfare Center. The Warfare Center supplies the technical operations, people,        
technology and engineering services and products needed to equip and support a naval fleet. 
The Center is the Navy’s principal research and development site. The base engages in    evalua-
tion assessment activity for surface ships and submarine systems and subsystems. The Center 
also provides maintenance and in-service engineering support to ensure that the systems fielded 
today perform consistently and reliably in the future. 
On this tour, participants will meet Commander, Captain William W. Debow, whose father was 

a member of the first class of Tuskegee Airmen. He will give the students an overview of the operations at the 
Center. The visit will also consist of several mini tours, including visiting the Self Defense Test Ship which is the 
highlight of the tour. This excursion is an exciting way to encourage students to think outside the box when it 
comes to careers by exposing them to the field of naval and civilian engineering. 

Carol Houston 



 

 

BELIZE 2012  - FINANCIAL CAMPAIGN 
 

We are excited about our upcoming educational trip to Belize in the      
summer of 2012!  It will be the first time several of the students will travel 
outside of our country. We look forward to using this opportunity to expose 
them to the Belizean people and culture. The fundraising campaign has  
begun. Each student will raise $1600.00 ($1500.00 if the student already has 
a passport).  During bi-monthly motivational meetings, students and parents 

are informed on what is needed to prepare for the trip.  Students are also encouraged to participate in 
various fundraising efforts which includes writing personal letters to friends and family to help raise 
funds for this exciting and educational experience. 
 

                       ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

THE WORLD THROUGH EAGLE EYES 
 
Within the 21st century, exposure to digital media has grown exponentially. Forms of digital media include: cellular phones, 
CD’s, computers, digital video, electronic books, internet, television, game consoles, etc. Research by the Kaiser Family 
Foundation shows that 8-to-18 year olds in the United States spend an average of 7 hours and 38 minutes per day using               
entertainment media. This amounts to more than 53 hours a week.  In another study by the non-profit organization, Sesame 
Workshop, Joan Ganz showed that 80% of children between the ages of 0 and 5 in the United States use the Internet on a 
weekly basis. Both studies indicate that young children and teens are increasingly and consistently consuming all types of  
media. All of these devices have the power to connect people and knowledge, but at what cost? 
 
While adults have the capacity to censor and filter through the information available, teens and young children may not go 
the same route because of their curiosity or their lack of knowledge of what dangers are present with some digital media.  
Having access to a world of information grants many individuals the power of knowledge, but it also means that the most 
vulnerable in our society, children and young teens can fall prey to the lure of misusing digital media and exposure to explicit 
content.  
 
With the growth of social networking sites such as Facebook, Tumblr, Myspace, Skype and Twitter, digital devices such as 
MP3 players, tablets or touchscreen computers, smart phones, laptops, and iPhones are constantly being developed and        
marketed to diverse consumers. As alluring as it is to attain digital devices, the responsibility falls on the buyer and owners of 
these products to learn and teach their children how to use them wisely so they can continue leading productive lives. While 
it is trendy and convenient to have access to news, books, television, magazines and other content 24-7, more and more 
adults, especially teens and children need to be intentional about having a modus operandi for healthy use. Adopting a 
healthy and balanced use of digital media may not be making headlines in today’s news, but it should not be dismissed as an 
unimportant issue. It is vital for today’s society and future generations to reframe from becoming completely consumed and 
controlled by digital media. We are more powerful than the devices we own!      

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENT   
The goal of Eagle Empowerment is to provide        
enlightenment for the community of South Los Angeles. 
We  empower children and adults to think globally by 
using various educational tools such as travel, advocacy,  
personal growth seminars and tutorial instruction.     
Additionally, we inspire individuals to dream. We       
support students in discovering their potential.  

EDUCATIONAL TRIP TO BELIZEEDUCATIONAL TRIP TO BELIZEEDUCATIONAL TRIP TO BELIZE 
Students are thrilled at the launching of fundraising for an 
educational trip to Belize with Pathlight International, July 
2012. Pathlight  serves at risk children by providing   
educational opportunities that integrate faith and learning. 
Our next Motivational Session is Saturday, June 18, 2011 
@ 11:00am in our home office located at 8724 South Cen-
tral Avenue. Your financial support is requested.    



 

 

    

 
 

 
 

 


