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CEO’S CORNER 
The end a each school year is filled with festivities. This year is no       
exception. We celebrate the success of four High School graduates. All 
will attend a four year college. Additionally, three High School juniors 
qualified and were accepted to Westmont College Summer Scholar  
Program. Our June motivational preparation meeting for the July     
International tour to Belize was exhilarating. Students are energized as 
we finalize all details. We invite you to make plans today to be with us, 
October 20, 2012 at 4:00pm for our Fall Celebration Dinner. You will 
meet students with vision for their life and a determination to succeed. Carol Houston 

 
SPOTLIGHT ON OUR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

 
It is the time of the year when all at Eagle Empowerment highlight our matriculating high school seniors. We are excited and    
enthused for these young people as they celebrate their success and move on to higher education. Our graduates talked to us about     
colleges they’ll attend, anticipated majors, goals, those who inspire them and how Eagle Empowerment’s programs prepared them 
for college: 
 
Aerica Myers will attend Johnson C. Smith University in Charlotte, North Carolina and will major in English. She 
loves to write and plans to publish books of poetry. Along with completing high school and preparing for college 
life, her near term goals are to stay focused and start working on her first book of poems. Her main source of   
inspiration is her mother, who encourages her to never give up on dreams and to keep moving forward in life. 
Aerica states that Eagle Empowerment’s Youth Tours were beneficial in her decision to go to college out of state. 
Seeing and exploring colleges while on Youth Tours exposed her to schools that she otherwise would have not had 
the chance to visit. 

 
Taylor Nevels will attend St. John’s University in Queens, New York. He is undecided regarding his major 
but knows that he wants to move towards a degree involving business or environmental studies. He wants 
to eventually have his own business and be instrumental in decreasing pollution rates in the world. Taylor is 
inspired by Aung San Suu Kyi, a woman who is helping to bring democracy to the military run country of 
Burma. For Taylor, she represents determination and perseverance and he admires her greatly. Taylor  
credits Eagle Empowerment for showing him that there is more to the world than his own backyard. He’s 
participated and served as a mentor during Youth Tours. Taylor recognizes the importance of  taking pride 
in the work he completes and goals he set. 

 
Malcolm Perry is planning to attend California State University, East Bay. Malcolm wants to teach. He will    
minor in  psychology or literature. Malcolm’s goals are to teach children in the inner city and inspire them to go 
on to higher education. He realizes that the foundation of a solid, well rounded, education is necessary for a  
successful and productive life. He is inspired by his mother who raised him as a single parent. Malcolm’s mother 
consistently instilled in him that both education and God are necessities in attaining a formative life. Through an 
advocate at Eagle Empowerment, he discovered that organization is key to the learning process. Malcolm now 
knows that if he is not organized, learning can be unnecessarily difficult. Procrastination is no longer in his life. 

 
Rochelle Tyler will attend Howard University in Washington, DC. She will study music therapy. Following 
graduation, she desires to work for the Peace Corps as a music therapist. Her family is the main source of     
inspiration. They always push her to excel. She states that Eagle Empowerment prepared her for college by  
exposing her to people and places outside of her immediate environment. “The exposure taught me to interact 
with new people and adapt to new places”, she says. Rochelle stressed that Eagle Empowerment has taught her 
lessons that she will be able to utilize throughout her life time. During Youth Tour 2010, while visiting a donor 
in Minnesota, Rochelle surprised the group by demonstrating her love of food preparation. 



 

 

 
JUNIORS ON THE MOVE 

 
Amber Wade, Samuel Pitts and Yashar Clemons were accepted to Westmont College’s      
Summer Scholars Program. The Westmont Summers Scholars Program offers a select number 
of highly qualified high school juniors (and seniors) a head start on their college career. Each 
student will earn college credit and experience the full depth of Westmont’s nationally-ranked 
Christian Liberal Arts academic program. The scholars earn four units of college credit in three 
weeks. Students will experience close interaction with professors and student peers. They will 
live on campus with student mentors from Westmont which will foster a genuine learning 
community. Amber, Samuel and Yashar hold GPAs above 3.0 and rank 7th, 26th and 4th,     
respectively in their class. 
 

Amber, who holds a 4.0 since her freshman year and has been active in many extracurricular activities. She is particularly excited 
about her summer at Westmont. Amber states, “Overall I am highly enthusiastic about my summer Westmont experience and the 
class I chose increases my initial excitement even more. Perspectives of World History, the course I will be taking, caught my    
interest from the informative caption describing the course. It includes digging into cultures of the world and discovering why  
everything exists the way it does. Primitively I acquire a natural interest in discovering the world so this class fits me perfectly.” She 
will be one of several students participating in this summer’s Eagle Empowerment Youth Tour 2012 International Trip to Belize. 
 
The staff of Eagle Empowerment is electrified by the opportunity these students were granted through Westmont College. We are 
proud of their hard work and dedication. This opportunity will be instrumental to their educational success. Congratulations     
Amber, Samuel and Yashar! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
PREPARING FOR BELIZE 

 
Elation is in the air as students make final preparation for the week (July 12—19, 2012) of educational adventure to Belize. Ten 
students are preparing for a trip of a lifetime. Among these students, five will serve as 
mentors. Mentors qualify as a leader because of  previous participation on earlier tours. 
All students will be partnered with Belizean students (grades 9 through first year college).  
The Belizean student’s secondary and college education is financially supported by      
generous donors of Pathlight International. This educational experience will allow each 
student group to learn from each other. Both cultures will be intergraded as they journey 
through a week of creative activities.  
 
 

Eagle Empowerment’s selected students participated in a monthly motivational session 
for the past eighteen months. Each expressed their desire to share in this event, stating 
that it would transform their life. For many it is the beginning of becoming a global traveler. Students are encouraged to dream and 
believe all is possible.  
 

Six chaperons are supporting this amazing trip. Among them is Akinfemi (Joseph) Akinwale, a student participant on Youth Tour 
2000. This is his second time serving as a chaperon. We are empowering students to become leaders of multitudes! 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENTOUR MISSION STATEMENT   
 
The goal of Eagle Empowerment is to provide enlightenment for 
the community of South Los Angeles. We empower children and 
adults to think globally by using various educational tools such as 
travel, advocacy, personal growth seminars and tutorial instruction. 
Additionally, we inspire  individuals to dream. We support students 
in discovering their potential.  

FALL CELEBRATION DINNERFALL CELEBRATION DINNERFALL CELEBRATION DINNER 
 
Mark your calendar! Saturday, October 20, 2012 @ 4:00pm Eagle     
Empowerment will host a Fall Celebration Dinner. We will honor     
students and their many accomplishments. This event will be held at the     
DoubleTree Hotel in Carson, CA. We invite you to attend this special 
evening of acknowledgements. We are elated to announce that Sharon 
Randall, a dear friend and  supporter of our programs as our very special 
guest. You must not miss this event.    

Samuel Pitts, Amber Wade & Yashar Clemons 


