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CEO CORNER 
We are in motion this 
summer!  The students 
experienced 
enlightenment during 
Youth Tour 2007.  We 
traveled to Santa 
Barbara, Long Beach, 
Irvine and Fullerton.  The 
campus tour of Westmont 
College and University of 
California Santa Barbara 

were most inspirational.  The children 
sparkled with excitement in anticipation of 
one day attending college. 
    Cal State Fullerton and University of 
California Irvine’s campus tour burdened 
the choices the students will have in 
selecting a college.  They received plenty of 
exercise trekking across these campuses.   
A marvelous presentation by the Los 
Angeles Police Department and a visit to 
the Aquarium of the Pacific highlighted our 
tour. 

   Final negotiations are in the workings to 
establish a computer lab for the children in 
our community.  Our goal is to administer 
instruction in computer use and lessons in 
computer restoration.  September 1st is our 
targeted date to have the lab operating in 
time for the Fall school session.    Our 
tutorial program resumes in September.  We 
have a renewed commitment to partner with 
parents in tracking the journey of each 
student in their school goals. 
   Youth Tour 2010 is on the horizon.  This 
massive cross-country bus tour is three 
years away, yet plans have begun.  Our 
teens are planning the itinerary.  As of 
today, they have mapped over 7,000 miles 
of exciting travel.  The tour, as of today will 
cover at least 35 days.  We are thrilled! 
    The vision for empowering our children 
and adults continues.  The etiquette training 
classes open awareness that brings 
confidence to each life.   
   We remain grateful for the generous 

Empowered Sounds 
MISSION 
STATEMENT 
Eagle Empowerment, Inc is a 
nonprofit organization, established in 
2003. It’s mission is to aid in 
education by providing unique 
growth opportunities to youth and 
adult members of  the community of 
Los Angeles, California.  It 
accomplishes this through 
educational and training experiences 
that are motivational, inspirational 
and designed to cultivate leadership 
skills. Through social outreach and 
community involvement, Eagle 
Empowerment Inc. provides 
profound learning experiences 
through classroom  instruction, 
seminars, and field trips, including 
both short and long term instructive 
tours to domestic and international 
destinations.  These programs are 
designed to expose the people served 
by Eagle Empowerment Inc. to the 
variety and diverse nature of our 
world at large, broaden their 
horizons, and deepen their awareness 
of people, conditions, historical 
events, and situations that add to the 
richness of life.  These experiences 
expose them to the unlimited 
challenges and opportunities for all 
people, the likes of which they would 
never have been exposed were it not 
for the programs offered through 
Eagle Empowerment, Inc.    

VISION STATEMENT 
It is the aim and vision of Eagle 
Empowerment, Inc. to uplift, inspire, and 
help youth and adults reach their full 
potential by  continuing to provide 
unique  educational, personal and 
spiritual growth experiences through our 
travel and an “education on wheels” 
program.   This undertaking supports, 
promotes, and advocates the development 
of life and leadership skills, social 
competence, an ongoing deepening of the 
knowledge of what life and reality 
demands, as well as our personal 
accountability in striving to attain that 
knowledge.  Eagle Empowerment, Inc. 
encourages and draws on spiritual values, 
insist on self-awareness and the 
application of practical insights and 
practices that are necessary for thriving 
and surviving in a rapidly changing and 
diverse world.  Eagle Empowerment, Inc. 
seeks to identify and apply the best 
strategies for encouraging people to make 

the best choices in life and to embrace 
ongoing personal growth and 
development as a life long value. The 
acquisition of the knowledge offered 
through Eagle Empowerment, Inc. can be 
returned to the community with a 
renewed sense of possibility within the 
people served, thus creating a new legacy 
for the twenty-first century. 

 
Education in Motion 
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ACADEMIC STUDIES/
TUTOR PROGRAM 
 

The mission of our 
tutorial program is 
to create an 
environment 
conducive to 
creative learning 
for students of all ages that will 
enhance and support knowledge in 
all academic subjects with an 
emphasis on reading, reading 
comprehension, writing, and 
mathematical skills; and offer 
techniques to foster the 
development of etiquette and social 
skills to members of the community  
 

This year we experienced growth and 
excitement, while looking forward to 
continued progress in 2007/2008 
school year.  The Fall session begins 
Wednesday,  September 19, 2008, 
5:00 to 7:000 pm.   
 

If you are interested in helping our 
youth to enjoy education, please call  
JoAnn Cannon (323) 585-5939 x 304/
tutoring@eagle_empowerment.com  
 

Please email or call us to find out 
when tutor training begins. 

To submit information to be included in the next 
Empowered Sounds, email newsletter@eagle-
empowerment.com.  Please note that Empowered 
Sounds reserves the right to edit, modify, or reject 
your request. 
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YOUTH TOUR 2007  

There were eight 
young people this 
year for Youth Tour 
2007.  It was three 
days in Los Angeles 
of walking, gaining 
new information and 
thinking about what 
university to go to 
when it is time.  First, 
there was Westmont 
College, a private 
college in Santa 

Barbara with an 
enrollment of 1200 
students.  Then the 
University of 
California at Santa 
Barbara with 21,000 
students.  Both are 
beautiful with ocean 
views and great 
incentive to attend 
both.   
 

Officer Pugh, of the 
Los Angeles Police 
Department, 
delighted us when she 
visited at Bethel 
Unspeakable Joy 
Church and it was 
enlightening with 
great participation 
and questions from 
the young people. 

 

On Friday, we were 
off to Orange County 
to visit the University 
of California at Irvine.  
Finally, we went to 
California State 
College at Fullerton, 
which has the largest 
student body in 
California at 36,000 
students, great 
academics, and 
wonderful 
entertainment 
including a small 
bowling alley.  
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JOHN ALSTON SAYS ... 
Director, Eagle Empowerment Board 

Roy Disney, brother of Walt Disney, was escorting 
some people around the Magic Kingdom, Disneyland, 
before it opened for the first time in the early 1950s. 
One guest commented, “And all of this because of a 
silly rodent—a mouse Walt named Mickey...Geez!” 
Roy supposedly replied, “Well, what can I say? You 
know, with ol’ Walt, he has all sorts of ideas bouncing 
around in his head. He saw a mouse and made some-
thing of it…‘Stuff happens.’”  

The entertainment business is not immune to this 
plague, either. Music diva Whitney Houston appeared 
on the cover of the tabloid The Globe with the headline 
“Whitney’s Voice Wrecked by Drugs.” When asked 
about it, one of her followers said, “Look, go pound 
salt. ‘Stuff happens!’” Controversial radio talk show 
hosts Larry Elder and Al Rantel offer the same re-
sponse—“Look, stuff happens”—to some caller at least 
once a day.  

All over this planet, people are giving excuses for 
being fired, having an automobile accident, being late, 
getting pregnant, dropping out of school, losing money, 
forgetting to mail a bill, or not cleaning up after them-
selves. The canned excuse many of them offer? “Hey, 
stuff happens!” No matter where you go, some people 
will affirm and get stuck in the unfairness of it all—and 
they do so with the same degree of frequency with 
which they breathe. Every day, somewhere, at some 
point, someone is saying to someone else, “Hey, what 
can I say? Stuff happens!”    

So, yes, stuff happens. No one goes through life 
without some “stuff” happening to them; misfortunes 
occur, honest mistakes are made, and incidents happen 
for no apparent reason. But let us not let that be the 
end-all, be-all excuse for not responding and acting 
with maturity to life’s demands. Being responsible is 
about playing the hand you’re dealt.  “Stuff” is our 
signal to step up. “Stuff” never goes away; it compels 
us to apply our faith, practice our religion, employ our 
philosophy, and question whether we are taking care of 
our business in life or making excuses.  

Look, wise up. Life is for the living. The only way 
up, over, around, and through the “stuff” is to believe 
that no problem is bigger than we are—and I say we 
because people need people—and then act on that be-
lief. Granted that some things we must face on our own.  
Other things are much easier to get through when we do 
it with other people; a community of like minded indi-
viduals.  In either case, reality respects action. People 
of faith believe that “one with God is a majority.” The 
task, the challenge is to align ourselves with something 
that strengthens us and makes sense to us and then do 
something. Reality has no mercy on those who don’t 
get the fundamentals and act on this understanding. 
Remember, the only people who get anything done by 
standing around are mannequins!  When stuff happens, 
think, get the knowledge you require, rally the people 
you need and then take action!  Stuff in living never 
goes away, you get better at handing it or you don’t.   
Trust, believe, work hard and do your best!  By doing 
that “stuff happens” will not be an excuse, for being 
victimized, but merely an observation about life that 
compels you to grow!   


