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CEO CORNER 
   The children are radiant following an inspiring California tour.  
Enjoy the recap of the tour through the eyes of our COO, JoAnn  
Cannon.   
   We are proud of Darrin Oliver.  Darrin was selected through Project 
Bridge for a ten day study tour to the Korean Peninsula. He is a senior 
at Downtown Magnets High School in Los Angeles. Darrin will serve 
as Student Body President this fall. 

   Director John Alston reflects on the accomplishments in the lives of African  
American high school males in our community. We salute the great work of the Angel 
City Chapter of Links, Inc. Pray with us as Director John Alston recuperates from an  
emergency brain surgery July 29th.   
   Our Fall dinner is slated for Saturday, September 27, 2008 at the Sheraton Gateway 
Hotel at LAX. Mark your calendar and make plans to join our Board and children for a 
celebration of their accomplishments. Our gathering begins at 4:00pm. 

CALIFORNIA YOUTH TOUR 2008 
 

California Youth Tour 2008 began at 7:40 am on Monday, June 23rd as we departed Bethel Unspeakable Joy Church with our very 
own CEO, Carol Houston.  An hour later we had our first stop at McDonald’s for breakfast.   
 
The drive up the California coast was magnificent.  We first visited Mission Santa Barbara. This was the tenth mission built on the 
El Camino Real as part of the 21 missions established by Father Junipero Serra.  The original purpose of the Missions was the  
Christianization of the Chumash Indians.  Next we visited Mission San Luis Obispo de Tolosa, the fifth mission founded by Father 
Serra on Sept. 1, 1772.  This mission was named after Saint Louis, Bishop of Toulouse, France.  In 1769, Father Serra, a member of 
the Order of Franciscan Minors (O.F.M.), received orders from Spain to bring the Catholic faith to the Natives of Alta California. 
Mission Basilica San Diego de Alcala was the first mission founded in Alta California that same year.  
 
After beginning our tour we began memorizing the names of the 50 United States.  Our goal was to learn 10 each day and to know 
all 50 by the end of our trip.  I can happily report that we met our goal; with one student, Aerica Myers, reciting the 50 states in  
reverse order.  Our CEO, Carol Houston can also recite all 50 states forward and backward. 
 
Alcatraz Island in San Francisco Bay is one of the most popular destinations in the Golden State’s 
National Recreation Area. It offers a close-up look at a historic and infamous federal prison long 
off-limits to the public. We not only explored the remnants of the prison, but also learned about the 
Indian occupation from 1969 - 1971. Alcatraz was an early military fortification, the first U.S. fort 
on the West Coast. The West Coast's first and oldest operating lighthouse is on Alcatraz Island. 
 
On Thursday, we visited California’s State capitol, Sacramento, and had the opportunity to sit in on 
an open Assembly session.  It was interesting to see our government working for us.  Our students 
learned that politicians work for us and that we can sit in on an open session anytime.  Eighty  
members comprise the State Assembly and 40 members comprise the State Senate. Each member represents a different legislative 
district in California.  We had the opportunity to visit the office of the new Speaker of the Assembly, Karen Bass. She represents the 
47th District in Los Angeles, which includes the cities of Los Angeles and Culver City, as well as the communities of Ladera 
Heights, Baldwin Hills, View Park, Cheviot Hills, Westwood-UCLA and Windsor Hills. 
 
The last site we visited was Yosemite National Park. How beautiful it is driving through the winding roads, seeing the glaciers, 
green trees, and trees that were burned in the middle of the green trees.  We discovered trees ignited by electrical storms. They 
looked like electrified trees!  We could smell the smoke of nearby fires and were reminded how careful we must be not to start fires 
and ruin our natural resources.   
 
As we headed home, the children enjoyed arriving early to the hotels to swim—and swim they did.  A good time was had by all, and 
I wish to thank our CEO, Carol Houston, for providing this educational opportunity to the children of Eagle  
Empowerment’s Tutorial program. JoAnn Cannon, COO 



DARRIN OLIVER’S REFLECTION OF SOUTH KOREA 
 
Traveling to South Korea was one of the most memorable experiences in my life. In surveying the Korean 
economy, there are several reasons why it has been successful. One of the reasons is the plight of industry 
within the country. While in Korea, I noticed how massive many of the conglomerates were. Large companies 
like Pasco (which produces steel) and Hyundai (which produces every piece of machinery you can think of, 
i.e. cars, ships and forklifts) serve as great exports. These companies contribute greatly to the Gross Domestic  
Product. Production companies like Hyundai are able to have an influence on the nation of South Korea. Its 
products are able to flourish with the high tariffs on imported cars that the country has caused citizens to 
choose a Hyundai (or other similar cars) over a Mercedes-Benz or Chevrolet.  As I walked in the busy streets 
of Seoul, the mass majority of the cars I saw held the Hyundai symbol.   
 
Major reasons why the economy of South Korea took a massive turn from the $100 per capita income to a  
major profitable economy is its ties with the United States. Following the Korean War, the United States spent 
a great amount of money in Korea, than any other nation.  South Korea made an effort to expand its industry 
base at every level, even though it lacked natural resources. Who would have thought Pasco would become a 
major steel company in the world when it imports the majority of its raw materials?   
 
Additionally, there is a vast amount of national unity throughout South Korea. Just like many other  

countries in the world, South Korea is a country full of nationals, meaning they are the same race. With this reality, there is little if any 
racial tension. When in South Korea, whether you are in the streets or in a grocery store, you will always receive a greeting  
(An-ya-ha-se-yoh) with a smile from any patron. The schools in Korea are very focused. Children value their  
education more than children in the United States. The small number of higher education institutions in this nation, causes education to 
be valuable. Students work vigorously to get accepted into the Sky Colleges which are throughout the country. If one is not accepted, 
there is little hope for their future. The alternative is to become a labor worker. Many apply and transfer to universities in the United 
States. 
 
My experience, in going to South Korea and being dropped into their culture, is enough enrichment to last for the rest of my life. With 
a new outlook on life and race, there is so much I can do to help improve cultural relationships in my community.  
 Darrin Oliver 

 
 

DIRECTOR JOHN ALSTON SHARES LINK ACHIEVERS WITH EAGLE EMPOWERMENT 
 

My wife Karen and I have one daughter, Lindsay. The Angel City Link Achievers have become my family of “sons”. As 
of this date, 885 young men have completed Angel City Links’ Achiever Program, and I have trained every one of them.  
In 1982, I started with one workshop. Each class now receives five workshops and an added aspect of etiquette,  
community service, water safety, managing finances and sexual responsibility.    
 
The following is advice from Achiever Alumni. 
 

Jerome Carter—“Choose your friends wisely; they shape your future. You need to be prepared for the level of  
achievement you want to attain. It gets harder, but it’s worth it.” 
Daniel Alexander—“Watch who you seek council from. Focus on what you’re doing. Build relationships, because your 
success comes from them. Network and work with each other. Be nice to everyone. You don’t know where your next help 
will come from.”   
Jason May—“Punctuality is important. Stress how important friends are. Friendship is essential to the soul!”  
Karim Zamin—“Be on time! Value your time. Don’t waste time in college or in the workplace. Commit to being on time. 
Just get up, show and go to class.” 
Melvin Williams—“When younger I wish I had been told the importance of listening and learning from people I was  
coming in contact with. You can learn from everyone. Take advantage of that. Don’t take any day for granted. Don’t get 
lost in the planning and forget to live today. Your future is right now.”  
Bryce McCullock—“Pay attention to how you use your time.  I regret the time I wasted, and wish I had gotten more  
advice about that. I stress the importance of learning about financial security and understanding how money works, and 
how to make it work.”  
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