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Upcoming Event
Life by Design on April 26, 2008

The holidays were exciting and festive. Our students are back to
school after a much needed break. 2007 was energizing and
motivating. We’ve added to our Board of Directors,
Ms. Yolanda Carroll. Yolanda worked with our students and
staff in preparation for Youth Tour 2000. She is employed with
Northrop Grumman as an Electrical Engineer. Welcome to Eagle Empowerment, Ms. Yolanda Carroll!
Included in this issue is an update on Sarah Akinwale and Darrin Oliver.
Sarah was our oldest student, at 16 years old, during our first cross-country
tour. You’ll see 11th grade Darrin on the road to great achievement. Our
deepest appreciation is extended to you, our faithful donors. The lives of
many individuals, reached through Eagle Empowerment, are changing our
world. We remain motivated to serve.
Carol Houston

YOUTH TOUR PARTICIPANTS UPDATE
Darrin Oliver was 9 years old when he participated in Youth Tour 2000 and 14 years old when he mentored on Youth Tour 2005. He has been accepted into the Project Bridge Program as Korea Society’s
2007-2008 Youth Ambassador. Darrin will travel to Korea with the Project Bridge Program that is
committed to building bridges between countries and people.
Additionally, Darrin’s outstanding academic achievements at Downtown Los Angeles Business Magnet High School
has attracted the attention of the 2008 National Honors Convocation where he is invited to spend nine days focusing on
leadership and academic pursuits. The NHC brings together outstanding student leaders from around the globe to meet
at Johns Hopkins University, Georgetown University, Emerson College, and Loyola Marymount University during the
summer. Congratulations Darrin from Eagle Empowerment, Inc.


Sarah Akinwale first ventured on Youth Tour 2000 (a 26-day cross country tour of the United
States) when she was 15 years old. She was joined by her three younger brothers on this amazing
tour of our great country. The tour reached beyond her home in South Los Angeles; it broadened
her horizon, and gave her a new outlook on life. Sarah fell in love with travel, people and culture.
This spurred her to do well academically for the remainder of her enrollment at the King/Drew
Medical Magnet High School. After successfully completing high school, Sarah attended Westmont College, a top
private, liberal arts, Christian college located in Santa Barbara, California. Sociology was her major, with emphasis in the social sciences. While an intern in Diversity recruitment, Sarah’s campus activities included: co-leading
the Black Student Union, serving as a leader on the Intercultural Leadership and Orientation Teams. Additionally,
she participated in the Asian Student Association, Latino cultural organization, and the Hawaiian Student Association. Sarah has a growing passion towards justice, culture, and people.
The summer of 2005, prior to Sarah’s senior year of college, she served as chaperon on Youth Tour 2005. In 2006,
Sarah graduated with a bachelor of art in Sociology. She is currently a student at Pepperdine’s Graduate School of
Education and Psychology. She is working towards a Masters Degree in Clinical Psychology with an emphasis in
Marriage and Family Therapy. She has worked as a youth counselor for children on probation, and currently works
as a Behavior Interventionist for autistic children. There is no denying that the passions Sarah developed as a
young girl have intensified and served as catalyst for her faith and calling, as she continues to work towards justice
and reconciliation with people and culture. She has plans to travel the world. Sarah serves as co-leader of the
young adult ministry at Bethel Unspeakable Joy Church in Los Angeles.

SURVIVING THE SCHOOL GAME SEMINAR
In November, Eagle Empowerment, Inc. hosted a two-session educational event that featured speakers
Lita Lee who presented “Education Today: The Real Deal” and John Alston who presented “Surviving the
School Game: The Seminar.“ The program’s purpose was to educate and motivate students and parents
with respect to education.
Ms. Lee’s presentation focused on enlightening parents to be aware regarding their children‘s education.
Educated in Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) and serving as a substitute teacher, Lita was
startled to discover the Los Angeles Unified School District is one of the lowest achieving districts. It has
the fewest resources for its students. She presented five key actions parents should take to help their children excel in school: communicate with teachers; have their child help around the house; test the child’s
knowledge of school work; review homework; and investigate the school’s obligations to students. She concluded by urging parents to make an investment in their children.
Mr. Alston’s interactive seminar was geared toward the students. John is an author, an internationally known speaker, and
prime trainer of Angel City Links Achievers, which focuses on mentoring, educating and grooming 12th grade young
men. His presentation focused on helping students discover what every young person needs to know in order to be
successful in life. His delivery included skits, stories, and real-life examples that encouraged and challenged the youth to
develop goals, purpose, and increase their knowledge base. He challenged students to control their minds, stay focused,
and exercise discipline in order to avoid the pitfalls that may keep them from being successful in school as well as in life.
Yolanda Carroll

DIRECTOR PETER BRAITHWAITE SAYS...
As a member of the Eagle Empowerment Board, I was curious about what students who took part in Youth Tour
2005 thought about the trip. I interviewed 2 of 20 students who participated in the 30-day trip across the United
States, and this is the result of one interview. Jalen Gray’s interview follows: How old are you? 14 yrs
old. What is the name of your school? View Park Prep High School. What grade are you in? 9th. Since you’ve
been back from the tour, have you applied any of your experiences toward your classes ? If so, which class and
why? I have applied my experiences from the trip to my History class because I’m now more knowledgeable of
historical events from the past, which helps me in group discussions. Have you shared your experience with any classmates? If so,
what were their reactions toward your experience? Yes, I have shared this experience with some of my classmates and teachers and
told them how much I enjoyed the experience of traveling across the country seeing different states and meeting different people.
When I told them about my experience they were intrigued and wanted to know more. Would you be willing to participate in the
next tour in 2010? Yes, it’s a great opportunity for a young person to experience what America has to offer. I look forward to traveling across the country again. Would you recommend your friends to participate on the tour? Yes, having this opportunity is a
once in a lifetime experience. What is one of the main sites you would recommend ? One of the main sites I would recommend is
the Apollo Theater in Harlem, NY. It is a well-known historical site for African-American entertainment.
EAGLE EMPOWERMENT TUTORIAL PROGRAM
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Eagle Empowerment, Inc.
The Winter session of Eagle Empowerment Tutorial 8724 South Central Avenue
Program (EETP) began January 9, 2008.
Los Angeles, California 90002
We are recruiting more tutors this year. If you are
willing to tutor even one Wednesday per month, we
NEED you!

323.587-1976 — 323.585.4971 Fax
E-mail: newsletter@eagle-empowerment.com
Website: www.eagle-empowerment.org
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