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CEO CORNER
The first quarter of 2009 ushered in exhilaration within our Student
Advocacy Program. Each child enjoys personalized attention. Students are focused and determined to excel in their academics. The
election of Senator Barak Obama to the office of President of the
United States has given students the opportunity to believe that no
goal is insurmountable. Additionally, the “motivational sessions” in
preparation for Youth Tour 2010 are causing students, mentors and
chaperons to visualize embarking on new adventures while crossing our great country
in 42 days. The students are aggressively raising funds for this great trip. Thank you
for your continued support of the programs of Eagle Empowerment. Against serious
challenges, Director John Alston continues to progress in regaining his health.

A NEW PRESIDENT
With the recent swearing in of our new President, many who are invested in the education of children are interested in
how this new administration will approach educational issues. President Obama presented his position on education
during his run for the presidency and shared his views and plans for what he believes is needed to help make our youth
become better citizens and successful contributors to our society. With that in mind, we will highlight some of those
ideas and plans for improving the education of our youth:
 Improving Educational Resources: President Obama's approach to improving education hinges on the belief that you can't
build a Lexus from Yugo parts. His platform focuses on making better educational resources available to children before and
during their school years. That includes investing more in childcare and preschool, raising the quality of teachers, and investing in out-of-school activities to facilitate in the reduction of drop-outs.
 Charter School: With regards to Charter School choices, President Obama likes charter schools. He sees space in the public
system for "good" charter schools that innovate or attract creative social entrepreneurs into education, and he wants to regulate mismanaged Charter Schools out of existence, like what happened in his home state of Illinois. Data is beginning to
show that more spending works, especially when it goes into pre-schools and incentives to attract better-prepared young people into teaching (a Rand Corporation study shows).
 Expand Early Childhood Education: President Obama and Vice-President Joe Biden have a comprehensive "Zero to Five"
plan to provide critical support to young children and their parents by investing $10 billion per year to:
 Create Early Learning Challenge Grants to stimulate and help fund state "zero to five" efforts
 Quadruple the number of eligible children for Early Head Start, increase Head Start funding, and improve quality for both
 Work to ensure that all children have access to pre-school
 Create a Presidential Early Learning Council to increase collaboration and program coordination across federal, state, and local levels
 Support Teachers in Urban Schools: President Obama and Vice President Biden value teachers and the central role that
they play in education. To ensure competent and effective teachers in schools, the Obama-Biden K-12 plan will expand service scholarships to underwrite high-quality preparation for teachers who commit to working in underserved districts and support on-going improvements in teacher education.
 Reduce the High School Dropout Rate: The warning signs for high school drop-outs often occur well before high
school. President Obama will sign into law his "Success in the Middle Act" to improve the education of middle school
students in low-performing schools. President Obama and Vice-President Biden will also establish a competitive grant p r o c ess for entities pursuing evidence-based models that have been proven to reduce drop-outs.

In his inaugural address, President Barack Obama cited the shortcomings of the nation’s schools as one part of the
broader economic crisis and called on Americans to come together to tackle the country’s challenges in a spirit of public
service and personal accountability. The president did not offer details, but the fact that schools made such an early appearance in the speech seems to suggest that he sees education as a policy priority and also suggests that we can be confident that he will keep education on the forefront of his agenda.

Student Advocacy Participants

Clarence Braithwaite

Monae Bradley

Aerica Myers

Malcolm Perry

STUDENT ADVOCACY
Winter 2009
The 2009 Winter Session began January 8th with immense fervor. Two new adult advocates have joined our
team to support two energetic students. Pictured above are students committed to make improvements in the
totality of their lives. Clarence Braithwaite is in the 11th grade. His great accomplishment this semester is the
major improvement in his physics class. Monae Bradley is in the 5th grade. She was thrilled last semester to
have her advocate meet with her teacher. She is one proud little girl. Malcolm Perry is an 11th grader. He had
reservations about the Student Advocacy Program. Today, he is eager to see his dreams come true. Aerica
Myers is in the 9th grade. She is grabbing on to self confidence. It is a joy to see these students blossom. Our
commitment is to focus on the total development of each child. Improvement in self-esteem is vital in this day
and age. Success in responding to “peer group” pressure is urged. Excellence in character development and
academic improvement is a priority.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
YOUTH TOUR 2010
Excitement over Youth Tour 2010 is in the air! To date, there have been two Motivational meetings (held
every 2 months) to inform and excite the children and their parents about the wonderful tour we have in store.
In these motivational meetings, Pastor Carol, along with the support of some of the directors on the Eagle Empowerment Board, share the vision and plan for the Tour along with fund raising ideas. During the meetings,
the children and parents show excitement by asking probing questions. Everyone chimes in with suggestions
for places to visit on the tour. Directors Yolanda Carroll and Joyce Hopkins are working with Pastor Carol to
chart the route and length of stay in each city. The next phase in planning will focus on educational places of
interests. Stay connected for more Youth Tour 2010 information!

2009 FALL CELEBRATION DINNER

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

Mark Your calendar! Saturday, September 19, 2009 at
4:00pm our Fall Celebration Dinner is slated. You will
have the opportunity to meet students whose lives are
being transformed through the programs of Eagle Empowerment. Additionally, you will witness the excitement building as we prepare for our June 29th, Youth
Tour 2010 departure. Students are beaming!

The goal of Eagle Empowerment is to provide inspiration for the community of South Los Angeles: to raise
awareness and levels of personal expectation; to think
globally, and to support each individual in discovering
and reaching their potential. We empower children and
adults using various educational tools: travel, advocacy,
personal growth seminars, and tutorial instruction.
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