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There is a winter chill in Southern California, but enthusiasm is heating up
for our students. On-line education was introduced in our Advocacy
Program last Fall. It is a major awakening in today's education. Students are
being challenged in self discipline to succeed at the growing innovation. Our
children are gearing up for our second major international tour. Creative
fundraising is a motivating force for parents. The Gray children continue to
bond as a family. Education and support for each other keeps them soaring
to be their very best. Our donors help to keep our programs running in
order to meet the needs of students. We appreciate you!

ON-LINE EDUCATION
FOR CHILDREN
With the rapid expansion and evolution of the Internet within the last decade, on-line education has increasingly become a popular way to attain
an academic degree, learn a trade or skill, for home schooling or long distance learning. On-line-only schools and colleges have flourished, and
Eagle Empowerment, as an organization, is taking great interest in incorporating on-line academic resources to forward and enhance the
educational progress of students in the advocacy program. The issue addressed in this article is whether on-line education is a better, if not
useful, tool for educating the next generation of children, teens and adults. Pros and cons to on-line education are closely examined to explore
what is useful academically, mentally and socially, for youth across the globe.
The first positive aspect to on-line education is its serving as an alternative to traditional schooling. It opens endless opportunities for students
who are home schooled, long distance learners, students in summer study sessions or after-school programs. On-line curriculum can also be
used or augmented to facilitate instruction and learning through subject presentations and/or academic games. Not only does it foster student
engagement and interest, but it can serve as a learning aid for kids with special needs or learning disabilities. On-line education indirectly exposes
students to different forms of technology, and this is important in that it serves as a form of technical training. Knowing how to use a computer
is becoming increasingly important. It is often times assumed by most people because technology is all around us (i.e. tablets, mp3 players,
Bluetooth devices, multifunctional televisions, laptops, and smart phones). An exceptional, if not general, amount of knowledge helps the
modern student stay technologically competitive. On-line education also attempts to offer ease, accessibility and flexibility for students across
every demographic. There is something for everybody on-line, and that adds to its allure. Lastly, on-line education allows one to decelerate or
accelerate the pace of their curriculum, so that the student is learning at a pace that is comfortable and suitable for their lifestyle.
Despite the appeal of on-line education, there are hidden dangers and distractions present that are not conducive to learning. Things like, explicit
content, pop-up ads, on-line gaming, web predators, uncensored material, are not the kind of distractions one would find in a regular school
classroom, but they can be just as unfavorable and destructive to one’s education. There is also the possibility of improper use or abuse of social
media, the internet and other devices. Using these things for illegal gain or to cause harm to self or others falls under any one of these categories:
cyber bullying, pirating of audio or video content, videotaping/recording someone without consent or permission, texting answers to help cheat
on exam, etc. Adult supervision or parental controls should be used when minors are using a computer to access the web so as to prevent and
avoid internet misuse and abuse. Thirdly, funding and legislative support could play a factor in the quality and accessibility of technology for
schools in our nation and world-wide. Access to the latest gadgets come with a hefty price tag, and not everyone is fortunate to get them, while
others may live in a region where technology is readily available. Finally, technological malfunctions can occur that can disrupt the flow of
instruction (i.e. internet viruses, glitches in the server, power outages, etc.).
After reviewing on-line education for both its negative and positive features, it appears that it is not a bad idea in its entirety. The real issue is
how on-line education is implemented in classrooms as well as in homes. On-line education and the technology presented with it should be
carefully evaluated and not used to displace quality teachers, traditional learning practices, human socialization, etc. It should never be used as a
substitute or quick fix for unskilled or dispassionate teachers. Teachers and educators should remain concerned with engaging and helping students maximize their learning experience with or without the help of technology. On-line education is not the only alternative for the future of
today’s academic institutions, and organizations such as Eagle Empowerment; but it is a smart option to incorporate when it comes to advancing
the learning potential and lives of young people. Complete dependence using on-line education is not the goal. It should be seen as an addition
to enrich the overall experience of expanding one’s mind and learning, whether a person does so in a classroom, while traveling, or in their
homes. Integration is the best policy, but of course, keeping in mind that not every person is on equal footing. Every student or potential learner
comes with his/her own unique set of circumstances, and these are what should be considered when discussing any new front or venture in the
area of education.

BELIZE ON THE HORIZON
The children are excited about Eagle Empowerment’s International Youth Tour 2012 trip to Belize in July. They have been diligent in seeking donations
by telling friends and family members about the trip’s purpose and the financial commitment it will take to get them there. Each child needs to raise
$1600.00 which includes their airfare, food, lodging and passport. Most of the children have sent letters requesting monthly donations to help them
reach their goal. Some are close to their $1,600.00 goal but there still remains a need for more funding in order for them all to meet the mark.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

STUDENTS MOTIVATED:
THE GRAY ‘S
The Gray children have been participants of Eagle Empowerment since 2004. Nineteen year old Jalen is
a first year student at the University of California at Riverside. His goals for the next four years are to
finish college with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology; pay off his student loans; and study abroad.
Possible countries to study include Greece, Italy, and Australia. Jalen states that after traveling across the
country during Youth Tour 2010, he longed to broaden his exposure overseas. He states, “It will be a
great opportunity to experience different cultures and ways of life while still getting an education”. His
ambitions also include a minor in music because he sees himself involved in music production later in
life. It's a growing passion of his which he longs to continue either as a hobby or an occupation. Jalen
has been writing lyrics and composing music for several years. He plans to go out of state to earn his
master's degree. Jalen has a passion to ensure his sisters Garin and Janell complete their education.
Garin (12 years old) and Janell (11 years old) are thriving. Garin is in the 8th grade and dreams of
becoming an artist. She enjoys drawing, physical education and music. Janell who is a motivated 6th
grader, is focused on becoming a professional soccer, basketball and baseball player. Both girls are inspired by their big brother Jalen.
The board members of Eagle Empowerment are inspired by the energy and excitement the Gray students exhibit as they faithfully participate in our
many programs. They’ve shown great resilience through many personal challenges.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ADVOCATES SOARING: RITA STEEL
The excitement and enthusiasm serving as an advocate has given me a new perspective on the slogan, “it takes a village to raise a child.” Working
with other advocates as we together empower and encourage children has been such a joy. When I look into the faces of the students and see their
dreams, hopes, fears and doubts I begin to say, “what can I do to bring life to their dreams and hope to their lives? What can I do to erase their fears
and doubts?” Participating as an advocate affords me the privilege of assisting in making those dreams come true and helping to eradicate those fears.
One of my favorite joys of working in the Advocacy Program is that it allows me to mentor and build up the students’ self esteem. Promoting
integrity, character, teaching children that they can succeed, and encouraging them to become leaders is my goal. Another area of importance in the
Advocacy Program is education. When I think about the power of knowledge, the drive to promote it becomes more intense for me. Education not
only prepares for careers and financial independence, it also promotes enhancement in our government, community, corporate world and families. As
an advocate my excitement comes from teaching our young people that education is important! The excitement of serving as an advocate is one of
the highlights of my life!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
FALL CELEBRATION DINNER

OUR MISSION STATEMENT

Mark your calendar! Saturday, September 22, 2012 @ 4:00pm
Eagle Empowerment will host a Fall Celebration Dinner to honor
our students and recognize their many accomplishments. We
invite you to attend this special evening of acknowledgement. We
are elated to announce that Sharon Randall, a dear friend and
supporter of our programs will be our very special guest. You must
not miss this event.

The goal of Eagle Empowerment is to provide enlightenment
for the community of South Los Angeles. We empower
children and adults to think globally by using various
educational tools such as travel, advocacy, personal growth
seminars and tutorial instruction. Additionally, we inspire
individuals to dream. We support students in discovering their
potential.
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